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 Coronavirus News 

The Coronavirus has affected Uganda badly, but not in the way of overwhelming infections. A government 
decision has led to a lockdown of the population for 3 weeks initially, and now another 3 weeks. This has 

caused tremendous hardship for people, who mostly live hand to mouth. The majority have lost their jobs and 
all income. Godfrey reports that everyone is hungry and many are starving because they have no money to 
buy food, the price of which has increased again, on top of the increase following the locust invasion at the 
end of last year. The fresh food markets, where people sell what they have grown have closed and food is 

only available in expensive supermarkets. International donations have been made but they are focussed on 
Kampala, and people in ‘upcountry’ areas are neglected. Residents need a government issued sticker to go 

outside and many soldiers have been deployed to enforce the rules, which causes further anxiety. 

Because of good relationships between CHALAPI and local officials, some supplies have been obtained, but it 
is still not enough. Many are suffering. CHALAPI have given 30000 Ugandan Shillings (approximately £6) to 

each of the Champions who live and work in remote communities where we have done Whole Person 
Healthcare teaching, to enable them to support desperate people in their villages. It was received with joy. 

If you are able to help, please contact Godfrey on +256 783 661509 or Jo at jo.blaker@gmail.com 

Godfrey has also been pressurising the local MP to get prisoners who are on remand released from prisons. 
These include prisoners from the troubles in 2016, who still have not been tried. Along with a local pressure 
group called Chapter 4, it was also requested that inmates who were not capital offenders, who had served 
2/3 of their sentence should be released, along with breastfeeding mothers in the same category and any 

inmate over the age of 65 who had served half their sentence, in order to ease overcrowding and reduce the 
risk of the virus spreading. Today Godfrey was present when 40 prisoners from Mubuku Prison were released 

under the scheme, including 2 breastfeeding mothers and one pregnant lady. No photos were allowed 
unfortunately. CHALAPI has given 5000 shillings (about £1) to each of those released who can walk home, but 

many come from a long way away and there is no public transport to get them home. They have been 
provided with money to support them until public transport restarts and they can return to their families.   



Please check out our website at http://www.chalapi.com for more information 

 

 

CHALAPI are always busy!  

 

 

Happier news - A life saved! 

A few months ago, Godfrey received a frantic phone call from a member of the public who had just come 
across a young man, collapsed by the roadside near to one of the local prisons. It appeared from papers in his 
pocket that this sick man had just been released from the prison nearby, but was so unwell that he could not 
walk. Godfrey rushed down and found the man in a pitiful state, delirious and almost unconscious with a very 
high temperature. He was taken to hospital, where tests proved that he had severe malaria; treatment was 

started. Godfrey using CHALAPI funds, bought Ernest, as we now knew his name, some bed sheets, some food 
and arranged for an attendant to care for his needs. Ernest thankfully responded well to treatment and after a 
few days he was well enough to be discharged and to return home, which turned out to be an 8-hour bus ride 
away – on the other side of Kampala! CHALAPI were able to pay for the hospital fees and treatment (Godfrey 
negotiated a reduced rate), carer’s fees, food and also for his bus travel home. Ernest returned home with 

great joy, thanking God for CHALAPI and for his newly saved life. 

      

Ernest by the roadside   Receiving food…  …and receiving care 

CHALAPI now have a new boda boda, or 
taxi motorbike, to help bring in a small 

income. A boda can earn CHALAPI around 
10,000 Ugandan Shillings or £2 a day. 

Sadly the one they had before was stolen 
last year, and they have missed the extra 
income. We are hoping this one will be 

strong and provide much needed funds. It 
is being parked overnight at the Police 

Station now, for protection. 

 

   

Meeting with 
the ex-women 
prisoners to 

evaluate how 
2019 has been 
for them and 
to see how 

CHALAPI can 
continue to 

support them, 
and how they 
can support 
one another 

Godfrey says - Fear is an emotion that God has built into us 
for momentary protection. He does not intend for us to live 
in the condition of fear. Our choice is either to live in faith 
or to live in fear.  
Isaiah 41:10 encourages me – ‘fear not for I am with you, be 
not dismayed for I am your God, I will straighten you, I will 
help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.’ 
 

Thank you for supporting this life-changing and life-transforming work! 


